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SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS
IN THE NINTH DISTRICT

1-Rush tiber dam work in Montana

By October, earth fill placement
on the Tiber dam in northern Mon-
tana neared the half-way mark,
while concrete placement was nine-
tenths completed. Construction
crews totaling about 500 men were
working two 9-hour shifts a day,
seven days a week, in an effort to
raise the dam above the danger
mark before flood stage on the
Marias river next spring. Over $6
million will be spent on the project
during the current fiscal year.

2- Garrison dam nears full height

With continued good construc-
tion weather, the earthen embank-
ment at Garrison dam in central
North Dakota may reach full
height before final freeze-up. The
embankment, in progress for the
past eight years, will back up the
Missouri river for 200 miles.

More than 2,500 persons are now
at work on the dam. Cost of the
large “Pick-Sloan plan” structure
will total over $300 million.

Hydro-electric power from one
80,000 KW generator is still sched-
uled for next spring. Ultimate
planned output: 400,000 KW.

3-Refinery start ups N.D. crude price

Standard Oil Company of In-
diana’s refinery at Mandan, North
Dakota, was dedicated in early Oc-
tober to become the state’s largest
industrial plant, employing about
250 persons. The refinery, with a
capacity of 30,000 barrels of crude
oil a day, cost $25 million. The
company has another $12 million
invested in pipelines in the state.
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Shortly after the refinery open-
ing, the price of crude oil at North
Dakota’s major oil fields was ad-
vanced to $2.50 per barrel, still well
below the Midcontinent price of
$2.90 per barrel.

4 - Minneapolis hospital to suburbs

Asbury Methodist hospital of
Minneapolis agreed to purchase a
42-acre tract in the suburb of St.
Louis Park for $70,000. There it
will construct a 200-250 bed hos-
pital costing $4-5 million. A second
Minneapolis hospital is considering
joining in the plan. Construction is
not expected to begin until late next
year.

5-Loop building changes underway

A New York real estate firm,
Webb & Knapp, plans to spend $1
million to modernize the interior of
the former Andrus building in the
Minneapolis loop. Remodeling of
the lower part of the 10-story
building at a cost of $500,000 is
just being completed and has pro-
vided new store and office space.

The company also purchased ex-
tensive properties across Nicollet
avenue from the remodelled build-
ing, part of which may be torn
down to make room for a new store
building for J. C. Penney Company
(work scheduled for 1956) and the
remainder of which will undergo
improvements. This project repre-
sents a $6 million investment, in-
cluding land.

6- Cudahy plant shuts down

The Cudahy Packing company
branch plant at Newport, across
the Mississippi river from South St.

South Dokota

Minnesata

Paul, closed October 8. This was
one of several plants throughout
the country shut down by the firm
in an effort to eliminate “unprofit-
able operations.”

Closing of the plant put more
than 1,100 employees out of work,
only a small part of whom could be
absorbed by the two larger pack-
ing plants at South St. Paul. Be-
cause of the unemployment prob-
lem, intensive efforts are being
made to interest another packing
company in taking over the facil-
ities at Newport.

Since the Cudahy plant did most
of its cattle buying direct, closing
of the plant is not expected to affect
sales at the South St. Paul stock-
yards.

7 - University builds at Duluth

Construction will begin this fall
on a new student service center at
the Duluth branch of the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. A contract for
nearly $1.4 million has been award-
ed starting work on the building.
In addition, dormitory units to
house 64 students will be built at a
cost $303,000.

8- Mackinac bridge base nears end

Work on the $96 million Mack-
inac Straits bridge is proceeding on
schedule, and the six key piers
which will support the central sus-
pension span of the five-mile bridge
should be completed before winter.
More than 600 men have been
working two 10-hour shifts on the
foundations. Of the total bridge
cost, about $26 million is allocated
to this substructure.



